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“Education doesn’t exist in a
vacuum — it lives within our

communities.”

Spending is a mirror of
our priorities.



What was the catalyst to this work?

The 2016 New York State Disparity Study found underutilization of Minority and Woman-owned
Business Enterprises (MWBE) in contracting, implying the NYC Department of Education (NYCDOE)
should review its own procurement processes to ensure fair access for MWBEs.

Recommendations from the Study

Expand M/WBE Program and Access
Organizational Goal Setting
Expand Policy and Legal Tools
Outreach to M/WBEs
Provide Technical Assistance, Capacity
Building and Access to Capital
Remove Barriers to Participation

https://www.google.com/search?q=NYC+Department+of+Education&sca_esv=2286498253ea9ec4&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1152US1155&sxsrf=AE3TifNQMLv3HfzizsLiB0DW7Xp63nwmQA%3A1762901699629&ei=w74TabWYJuHRkPIP1-i3iAo&oq=implications+of+the+nys+disparity+study+2016+for+nyc&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiNGltcGxpY2F0aW9ucyBvZiB0aGUgbnlzIGRpc3Bhcml0eSBzdHVkeSAyMDE2IGZvciBueWMqAggBMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigATIFECEYnwVInboBULUHWIKLAXABeACQAQCYAbMBoAHFG6oBBDMuMja4AQHIAQD4AQGYAh2gAuMbwgILEAAYsAMYogQYiQXCAggQABiwAxjvBcICBxAjGLACGCfCAggQABiiBBiJBcICBRAAGO8FwgIIEAAYgAQYogTCAgoQIRigARjDBBgKwgIIECEYoAEYwwTCAgUQIRirApgDAIgGAZAGBJIHBDIuMjegB7qGAbIHBDEuMje4B88bwgcJMS4xMi4xNS4xyAdh&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfAQ9BD3BBOcTwP0tyFevtSIXuLEjq8ebBxHWydp39XGazRG1Q5pAq_cKF0Vm9hIwWSKbyhkZtDaSmBdHTQBj8Xju0WJfX3ZaS34nqVjRJoRVibJkYGNohShr8bRz0DfvHR_T_NENUbP7sPSvdNwQIE7EpxQFVjjd7a1Fvhl8GwYT8U&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwjGxtC2m-uQAxWUho4IHU0PEzMQgK4QegQIARAB


Transforming how the nation’s largest school district engage business partners.

Established in 2023 in response to a statewide call to action, the Office of
Business Development launched a bold citywide strategy to bridge
community-based small business owners with school, district, and central
leaders. 

Through powerful partnerships across NYC Public Schools and collaborations
with external stakeholders, the team has expanded access, increased visibility,
and opened new pathways for minority- and women-owned enterprises to do
business with our schools.



External Partners

The Office of Business
Development leverages
relationships with external
partners who diversify
programming and provide
crucial support for small
business owners looking to
work with NYCPS. These
collaborations enhance the
quality and reach of
opportunities for M/WBEs
across New York City.



Campus Coin: 
Cultivating Student Entrepreneurs

Campus Coin is an initiative to bridge the gap between
education and real-world opportunity. 

The three core pillars are: 

*Building social capital

*Developing financial intelligence

*Providing meaningful career exposure for high school
students across America and beyond.



The Expand-U program empowers
small businesses to become
successful NYCPS vendors by
providing the tools, knowledge, and
networks needed to navigate
procurement, secure contracts, and
achieve sustainable growth.

Vendors are classified into four levels
based on experience, contracting
history, and capacity, with each level
receiving targeted training aligned to its
stage of business development.



Partnership in Action: 
Amazon + NYCPS

Redefining Corporate Partnership

When corporations move beyond
contracts to true collaboration, schools

gain real investment—through volunteers,
donations, mentorship, and shared

purpose. Partnerships like Amazon’s prove
that companies can give back, not just sell.



Align with your district’s
 educational goals

Start small – pilot one partnership

Celebrate and share success
stories.

Identify local business champions

Framework for Success:
D28 Can Build Strong Business Partnerships

Sustain through feedback 
and renewal



 “A Glimpse Into What’s Possible”

 Small
Business
Owners
Are The
Backbone
of the
American
Economy



Join Us!



THANK YOU

Subscribe

open4business@schools.nyc.gov


